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Sir Philip Sidney.

[1575

never thanked you half as much as so splendid a
gift deserved. But as soon as I came back to
Frankfort my longing for you induced me to have it
framed and hung up in a conspicuous place. That
done, it looks to me so beautiful and true a likeness
of you that I feel there is nothing in the world I
prize so much. I think, though, that the artist has
made you appear too sad and thoughtful: I should
have liked it better if your face had had a merrier
look when you sat for the painting."

From Frankfort Sidney made his way to Antwerp ;
but he fell ill on the road, and his return home was
thus further delayed. He reached London early in
June, 1575. " On the last clay of May/* he said in a
letter to Count Lewis of Hanau, " fair winds con-
veyed me to this Island nest of ours. I found all
my kindred well, and the Queen, although she is
certainly advancing in years, still in excellent health.
To us she is just like that brand of Meleager, which,
should it be extinguished, would take from us all
our quietness."
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